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January 2026 - Spring Term 1

Head teacher Update

It's been an interesting January so far and as it comes to an end, the picture above seemed appropriate! |
think we are all ready for Spring to arrive. Signs are certainly appearing, with the bulbs our children have
planted beginning to show their shoots through some very damp patches of soil. With an eye on warmer days
and nights, we are planning our residential trips, with Year 4 hoping to go to sleep in a Viking Longhouse at
Cranborne, and Year 5 taking part in various adventures with Leeson House. We are also lucky enough to
have the Science Dome visiting our school in March — at no cost to families, thanks to the generosity of the
PTFA and a local benefactor.

Kindness

Our new values, chosen by staff, children and you have been a big topic of conversation in
lessons and assemblies. Kindness was by far the most popular selection in all categories,
with Respect and Courage/Resilience not far behind. It has been lovely to see people
respectfully holding open doors for each other, hear them saying, “Pardon?” and talk about
the courage to try something new. We will try to live our values in everything we do.

Gourage

Breakfast and After-School Clubs

In an emergency, you can call the school to request a place at after-school club, but otherwise, please

book in any Extended School sessions on Arbor. This means that you will have a confirmed place
and will save our busy office team having to put the sessions on individually.
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We are a nut and sesame-free school; thank you for helping to keep all our children safe.

Where every child counts
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Parent & Carer evenings

On 2nd and 4th March, we will have our parent/carer consultation = J | e
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* open until midnight on the 1st March. If you have any trouble
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#WBProud

| am in the privileged position of being able to walk around school, joining in with and talking to them about the
wonderful learning that they are doing. Sometimes it's easy to forget that parents and carers don’t see how busy
and happy we are during the school day, so it was lovely to have so many of you join us for our most recent
phonics session. Thank you, too, to those of you who volunteer to read with our children. Every Friday, we
celebrate with certificates and sparkly stickers, as well as sharing achievements from out of school. Here are
just some of the things we’ve been up to recently:

Parking
If you have not been issued with a permit, do not park in our car park unless you are collecting a sick child. We
reserve the right to shut the gate at any time.
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Dates for your diary

Thursday 5th February Girls Davidson Cup Match 4 vs Pimperne (at William Barnes)
Monday 9th February Parent/Carer evening bookings open on Arbor (5:30pm)
Schools Mental Health Week
Wednesday 11th February Safer Internet Day
Glow Dodgeball
Wednesday 11th — Friday 13%", 3:30-4pm Scholastic Book Fair — card/phone, or correct cash, please
Thursday 12th February Yr. 5/6 netball, Stalbridge

Saturday 14" February - Monday 23" February - half-term break (staff training day on Monday!)

Monday 2nd & Wednesday 4th March 3:30 - 6pm Parent/Carer evenings

Thursday 5th March Science Dome visiting

Friday 6th March World Book Day

Monday 9th March Y5/6 football (at Child Okeford)
Wednesday 11th March, 2:45pm Yr. 6 SATs parent/carer information evening
Monday 16th March Yr. 3/4 football - Child Okeford
Wednesday 18th — Friday 20t Yr. 5 to Leeson House

Friday 20th March, 3:30pm PTFA meeting

Monday 23rd March KS2 Girls Football - Child Okeford
Friday 27th March last day of term

Monday 13th April back to school @f@(‘.«
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Parents, Teachers & Friends Association

The PTFA is a small, dedicated group of people who are already beginning to plan events for this academic year
in the hope of bringing our community together and raising funds for our pupils. William Barnes PTFA is always looking for
new members so whether you can offer a little time or a lot, please do get in touch!
AcoumnaumAaTa Ha poauTenuTe, y4duTenuTe WU NpuATenuTe € Manka, BceoTAalHa rpyna OT Xopa, KOUTO Beye
3amoyBaT Aa MJiaHMpaT CcbbuUTMA 3a Ta3u yyebHa roauMHa C HajexgaTta fa obeAMHAT HawaTa oO6WHOCT M Aa
HabepaT cpeAcTBa 3a HawMTe y4YeHMUM. AcoumaumATa Ha poAUTENUTEe, y4YuTenuTe U NpUATenuTe Ha Yunam bapHc
BUHArm TopCu HOBU 4Y/1eHOBE, TakKa 4e He3aBUCUMMO Oa/in MOXeTe Aa NpeaoxXnTe Malko Bpeme WU MHOro, MonA,
cBbpxeTe cCe C Hac!

Governors

If you would like the opportunity to be involved in school governance, please contact the Clerk to the Governors,
Ms Catherine Dunkley-Jones on c.dunkley-jones@williambarnes.dorset.sch.uk for more information and an informal
conversation about the role. It is a great way to become involved and learn a litle more about how schools are run.
AKO XenaeTe BbB3MOXHOCTTa Aa Y4acTBaTe B YYWIMWHOTO YyrpaBfieHMe, MONA, CBbpXeTe Ce CbC cekpeTapa Ha
YYUIMWHUA CbBeT, r-xa KaTpuH [bHkAu-IkoyHc, Ha c.dunkley-jones@williambarnes.dorset.sch.uk 3a
noseye uHboOpMauMs U HeoduLManeH pas3roBop 3a posifiTa. TOBa € YyAeCEeH HaYMH Ja ce BKJWYATE U Aa HayuuTe
Ma/ko MoBevye 3a TOBa KaK Ce yMpaBafABaT yuyuauwaTa.

Best wishes
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