
	

William	Barnes	Primary	School	 Subject:	Science	
Unit:	Light	 Year	6	
What	should	I	already	Know?	

• The	moon	is	NOT	a	source	of	light	because	it	reflects	light	from	the	sun	(the	same	way	a	mirror	can’t	be	a	source	of	light)	
• Some	surfaces/objects	are	more	reflective	than	others	
• Reflective	surfaces	can	be	very	useful	
• When	the	light	from	a	light	source	is	blocked	by	an	opaque	(not	see-through)	object	a	shadow	is	formed	
• Some	objects	allow	more	light	through	than	others	
• You	can	change	the	shape	of	a	shadow	by	moving	the	light	source	or	the	object	further	away	from,	or	closer	to,	each	other		

Scientific	Learning	

	

	

	

	
	

What	should	I	Know	by	the	end	of	the	unit?	
• recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines 
• use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye 
• explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our 

eyes 
• use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them 
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