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The newspaper of William Barnes Primary School has been written by the staff and pupils to celebrate the school's successes.  If 
you have any ideas or comments concerning the newspaper, please speak to Mrs Wrixon or Mr Hull.  Issue 48 Summer 2021 

Forest School Arrives in September  Since 
taking the reins at William Barnes head teacher 
Mrs Wrixon has always had the ambition to give 
the children the opportunity to extend their learn-
ing further in the outdoors.  However, with the cost of 
hiring coaches and the loss of curriculum time travel to a suitable 
site would cause, it seemed that this dream would not become a 
reality.  However, by chance an opportunity arose recently when 
Mrs Wrixon heard that Primary Forest School had a rare gap in 
their schedule, and would be able to bring the Forest school ex-
periences to William Barnes every Tuesday afternoon. 
The plan is for each class to have an afternoon of outdoor learn-
ing in the school grounds with the Forest school staff.  There will 
also be a lunchtime Forest school club and children will also be 
given the opportunity to become Eco Warriors.  It is planned 
that the area around the Willow Frog near the top gate will also 
be developed to create a specific Forest School area within the 
grounds.  This initiative is literally ôhot off the pressõ and we will 
share more details in September as soon as we know more. 

Full Steam Ahead for Outdoor Education The staff and governors at William 
Barnes are proud that the schoolõs residential programme has stayed on course despite 
the challenges of the last two school years.  At a time when many academies and schools have made 
the decision to cancel all residential stays and school trips, the staff at William Barnes decided that if at all pos-
sible, the children should not miss out on this life changing and character building experiences.  Having excellent 
professional relationships with each of the centres, and a reputation for expecting the very highest standards of 
behaviour from their children during overnight stays, our staff were in close contact with the centre managers 
throughout the year.  As soon as the opportunity arose and restrictions lifted, we were amongst the first schools 

to get the call from PGL, Leeson and Carey and were able 
to secure dates for visits when other schools missed out.  
As a result, despite all of the barriers in the way, when 
it would have been easy just to cancel the visits for the 
time being, our children have enjoyed these once in a 
lifetime opportunities. 
Our current year 6 and the children in year 7 at the 
High School have both enjoyed a visit to PGL at Wey-
mouth, challenging themselves with various activities in-
cluding abseiling and raft building under the guidance of 
Mr Field, Mrs Howarth and Mrs Snow.  The last two year 
5 classes have both had wonderful visits to Leeson House 
on the Isle of Purbeck, spending three days completing 
beach studies and historical visits, with Mr Hull, Mrs 
Howarth and Mrs Warwick-Price.  Similarly, year 4 have 
just returned from their overnight stay at Carey camp in 
Wareham Forest, supervised by Miss Marks, Mrs War-
wick-Price and Mrs Baker the children built shelters and 
improved their orienteering skills.  

What are Forest Schools?  Forest 
School is a child-centred inspirational learning 
process, that offers opportunities for holistic 
growth through regular sessions. It is a long-
term program that supports play, exploration 
and supported risk taking. It develops confi-
dence and self-esteem through learner in-
spired, hands-on experiences in a natural set-
ting. 
Forest School has a developmental ethos 
shared by thousands of trained practitioners 
around the world, who are constantly develop-
ing their learning styles and skills to support 
new and imaginative learners. Its roots reach 
back to the open-air culture, friluftsliv, or 
free air life, seen as a way of life in Scandina-
via where Forest School began. It arrived in 
the UK in 1993 and has grown from strength 
to strength since then. 



 

Outdoor Art with Sarah Butterworth Year 5 were given yet another opportunity to 
benefit from learning in the out-
doors when they enjoyed two days 
at Sturminster Mill working with 
artist Sarah Butterworth.  Following 
a tour of the mill during which they were 
able to see the various mechanisms in ac-
tion, the children began considering the 
importance of õthe millerõ as a key figure in 
the community.  In order to appreciate and 
celebrate the many millers who had been at 
the heart of Sturminsterõs community over 
many years, the children constructed 3d 
head and shoulders models of the millers.  
Using tape and willow, the children gradual-
ly built up a the shape of their millerõs head 
before covering their structure with thick 
tissue soaked in glue.  Once the models had 
dried, the children added features using 
paint, wool and other materials.  The chil-
dren enjoyed having two whole days working 
with a successful local artist and were 
pleased and proud with the finished models 
they created.      

Learning Outdoors at 
the Magnificent Mill  
William Barnes Primary 
School were very lucky 
to be invited to partici-
pate in the Magnificent 
Mill Arts and Music Pro-
ject. The project is run by a 
company called Emerald Ant 
and was designed pre-Covid to 
join together our school and 
Yewstock, but obviously, the 
schools have had to work sepa-
rately. The company is run by 
Sarah Butterworth (artist) and 
Ellen Vasquez (music). They 
secured funding for art and 
music workshops and were able 
to work directly at the mill or 
outside at school with Years 2, 
3, 4 and 5.  (RF) 

New Outside Area for Reception  Exciting 
News! We are delighted to inform you that during 
the Autumn Term the Reception Outside Area is go-
ing to be transformed! The space is going to be extended by 
moving the fence and a large piece of climbing apparatus is going 
to be installed the ôHartfell Climberõ, under the climbing frame will 
be some colourful shock proof safety surfacing.  

In addi-
tion, to 
the climb-
ing equip-
ment we are having a new thermoplastic roadway in-
stalled which will ensure the bikes, trikes and scooters 
can be used on a daily basis. Finally, we are going to have 
some new markings on the grounds which will be bright 
and colourful; but most importantly will be used for ac-
tive learning sessions.  
We are all very excited about the developments and look 
forward to showing you once the work is complete! (HD) 


