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Vision.
An inspirational, stimulating and well-resourced environment.               Preparing all children for life.

A safe and secure school at the heart of the community. 

A high quality professional team.

Inquiry, independence and enthusiasm for learning. 


High standards of behaviour.

Taking pride in all our achievements.
Introduction
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the History taught and learnt at William Barnes Primary School. It reflects the school’s values and ethos. The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all staff.
Rationale
History is a valued part of the curriculum at William Barnes Primary School as it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live. It involves enquiring about the past and using investigative processes.

History stimulates curiosity and imagination building upon the child’s innate curiosity about the past.

We encourage children to learn by experience and we value fieldwork where pupils find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions as an integral part of the history curriculum. To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence and argue for their point of view.
Aims
The aim of this policy is to ensure that all children are taught the History objectives as specified in the New National Curriculum 2014 document.

Our aims in teaching History are:
 To help children understand the present in the context of the past. 
 To arouse interest in the past and encourage questioning and speculation.
 To foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils’ own position in their own community and the world. 
 To foster an understanding of various cultural backgrounds. 
 To contribute to children’s knowledge of how societies and people have developed over time. 
 To promote the skills of argument, hypothesis, chronology, sequencing, awareness of points of view, observation, evaluation, research, comparison, deduction, role-play.
 To enrich and support other areas of the curriculum. 
 To prepare pupils for adult life by helping them to understand the nature of the society in which we live.
Objectives of Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
At this stage children should listen to stories, ask how and why; use the past, present and future tense; talk about the past and present in their own lives and the lives of family members; recognise similarities and differences between families and traditions, objects and materials; and role play and make up stories. There are many opportunities here for children to find out about the past.
The National Curriculum identifies two programmes of study:

· Knowledge, skills and understanding.

· Breadth of study.

Content of History:

Key Stage 1
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stage 2.

Pupils should be taught about:

· changes within living memory – where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life

· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods

· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality
Key Stage 2
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.

Pupils should be taught about:

· changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age

· the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

· the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor

· a local history study

· a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
· the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one

· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world

· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – Mayan civilization c. AD 900; 

Learning across the Curriculum
The teaching of history at William Barnes Primary School contributes to learning across the curriculum by promoting:

· Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through history

· Citizenship through history

· Key skills (communication, application of number, Computing, working with others, improving their own learning performance and problem solving through History

And by promoting other aspects of the curriculum:

· Thinking skills through history

· Financial capability

· Education for sustainable development.

Teaching 
Teaching time 
In order to achieve the objectives of the History Curriculum, the subject will be taught either as an isolated topic or integrated with other subjects through a half termly or termly topic and other subjects are linked in with it.  

Organisation 
In lessons a variety of approaches will be used to ensure continuity and progression. 

Lessons will include a blend of whole class teaching, group work and individual work.

Within a class there will be a wide range of abilities, from those who are more able to those who have special educational needs. The class teacher will provide differentiated activities for the children through task, outcome and resources and the support given to meet the needs of the individual.
Planning
Planning is carried out on 3 levels  
 Long term planning of topics coverage shown using The Connected Curriculum 
 Medium Term planning
 Short Term planning  

Planning is the responsibility of individual teachers and should be used to  
Set clear objectives 
Ensure work is matched to pupil’s abilities and interests
Ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the school.
Assessment
Assessment will take place in line with the schools Assessment policy.
Resources 
The resources available include: reference books, textbooks, library loans, teacher prepared materials, pictures, photographs and artefacts.

Resources will be kept in the History resource area in The Pod and in classrooms. 
ICT 

ICT will be used in various ways to support teaching and motivate pupils learning. ICT involves the computer, and audio visual aids, CD-ROMs and DVD’s. The class set of laptops may be used to enhance lessons and enable children to find information off the internet and other programs to support their learning. 
Management of History 
Role of the Subject leader 
The role of the History subject leader is to:
 Take the lead in policy development and subject overview designed to ensure progression and continuity in History throughout the school.
 Support colleagues in the development of planning, the implementation of the

National Curriculum objectives and in assessment and record keeping activities.  
 Monitor progress in History and advise the Head teacher on action needed
 Conduct work sampling regularly focussing on different aspects of teaching and learning.  
 Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for 

History.
 Keep up to date with developments in History education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.

Role of the Head teacher 
 Lead and monitor the implementation of this policy.
 With the History Subject Leader monitor the teaching and learning of pupils.
 Reflect on subject development plans and annual subject overview.
 With the History governor, keep the governing body informed about the changes to this policy.
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